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Cabinet, spoke to the President in regard to the commun-
ication to the Senate concerning Stanton's refusal to re-
sign. He said he by no means intended it should be with-
held from the public. I suggested that the Radicals did
not intend his communication should appear until Stanton
could reply and in some way weaken or stave off the effect
of his statement.

Some days since, Seward submitted his last correspond-
ence with Lord Stanley relative to the Alabama claims.
Stanley declines to submit the action of the British Govern-
ment to arbitration. Seward insists that everything shall
be included. Mr. Stanbery inquired whether we had not
a case strong enough, without insisting on the second point.
Seward said, whether we had or not, he wanted that point
should go with the other. Stanbery asked if we were not
weak on the second point. Seward thought not. Some
discussion took place in regard to the Queen's Proclama-
tion and the recognition of belligerent rights, which Seward
denounced. Stanbery could not recall the facts. I stated
that the declaration of blockade, which was an interna-
tional question, instead of a closure of the ports, which was
a domestic question, was claimed in accordance with the
views, and a justification of the action, of the British Gov-
ernment. "That is the distinction," said Stanbery, "the
point that was in my mind,"

December 17, Tuesday. The President to-day read a
communication which he proposed to send into Congress,
commending Hancock for the views expressed in his gen-
eral order and his deference to the civil law. Should he
send it in, he will exasperate the Radicals, but it may have
the effect of inducing a contrast between the action of
Hancock and the other military generals now at the head
of departments.

December 19, Thursday. Having dispatched some busi-
ness to-day with the President, I was about leaving, when
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